[The use of a molecular hybridization method for studying the enterotoxigenic properties of Salmonella].
The occurrence of the tox gene among 320 Salmonella strains of 23 serovars, differing in their origin, sensitivity to antibiotics, the presence of R-plasmids and a number of biochemical properties, has been studied by the method of DNA-DNA hybridization in situ. Essential differences in the occurrence of the tox gene have been detected both among S. typhimurium hospital strains and strains isolated in sporadic diseases, from the environment, from animals and among salmonellae belonging to different serovars. The direct correlation between the presence of the enterotoxigenicity gene and plasmids controlling resistance to antibiotics in Salmonella strains has been established. The expediency of using the method of gene probing for the study of the enterotoxigenic properties of salmonellae has been substantiated.